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so strong in most of us and which plays so large a part in
shaping our sentiments, our character, and our conduct.
This regard leads on some men to the higher plane
of conduct, conduct regulated by an ideal that may
render them capable of acting in the way they believe to
be right, regardless of the approval or disapproval of
the social environment in which their lives are passed,

There are, of course, great differences between men
as regards the delicacy with which they apprehend the
attitudes of others towards them. These differences are
due in part to differences of intellectual power, but in
greater part to differences in the degree of development
of the self-regarding sentiment. Any man in whom this
sentiment is well developed will be constantly observant
of the signs of others' feelings in regard to him, and so
will develop his powers of perceiving and interpreting
the signs of the more delicate shades of feeling that do
not commonly find deliberate expression. On the other
hand, one whose perceptions are dull and whose self-
regarding sentiment is not strong will be moved only
by the coarser expressions of general approval and dis-
approval, by open praise and blame. Of two such men,
the one will be said in common speech to have a sensitive
conscience, and the other to have a less delicate, or a
relatively defective, conscience.

Before going on to consider the higher kind of conduct,
we may note some of the ways in which conduct, while
remaining upon the plane of regulation by the impulses
and emotions evoked by our social circle, may be com-
plicated by altruistic motives. For, just as upon the purely
instinctive plane of animal life the parental instinct may
impel to behaviour from which we cannot withhold our
admiration, so it may do upon this higher or middle plane
also, working, of course, in more subtle fashion.

This occurs when the approval and the disapproval of
others move us not merely through their appeal to the
self-regarding sentiment, but also because we see that
the act of approval is pleasing, and the act of disapproval
painful, to him who approves or disapproves, and we
desire to give him pleasure and to avoid giving him